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To China in 1921 - Standard 0il, New Jersey

Willet s — stories from China

0il for the Lamps
”Hobart”

Traveled by oxcart, pony cart
Main interesting experiences

Abby Rockefellexr trip - 1921
Willet s and other dinner companions to Abby

Jr. opposed to smoking and drinking

Abby enjoyed a good time

One evening party - 129

Hotel - Jr. absent

If he returned, party (Abby) to be warned

Sitting at table, drinking, smoking
waiter sent to get more drinks

Jr. approaching - party put drinks under the table, flapping
to dispel smoke

Nice table on Jr.'s arrival
Then in comes waiter with drinks
Other waiters took drink off tray

Arrived with mystifying, bewildered look

Jr. did not admit to what he found
He retired and party began again

262 =

Willet s plus four drove first car through interior of China.

There were no stations. They had to carry oil, gasoline, and parts.
On the way they went into a ditch and lost a shearpin from the car.
The pin was found in the road seven miles back.
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EDMUND ROB&RT WILLETS
VIRGINIA ILIFFOLD WILLETS

I 1820, Edmundg Willets travelled by pony cart from
Trenton, New Jersey Lo the rugged wilderness of what 1s now Sea
G et - He was duly impressec with the aresa and the family later
builll a summer home in Ssa Giob. Several generations later, the
three Willels sons voraed thie Willels Manutaclur i Co. o
Trenton in 1877 where Lhey make Willets Belleek china as well as
taw potterv Lo be decorabled by home cr attsmen. The family
cuntinued to maintain a swnmer home 1n Sea Girt. The three
Lrothers conltinued Lo operate Lthe potiery until 190% when the
Uusiness was solid to & toraer emplovee, Jubhin Lennox who has
continued in the potlery business, The family went 1n severa
directions. Danitel Willets became a real estate developer in

Lo feland. wiliels Foulnt is named vor Lhe ftamilyv.

Edmund Raberit Willebs and his sister, Margaret Willets
FoER e e L Dee Gt Maruar et mareied Joho Mason . & slock
Lrover and thiey had fow chnildren who grew up 10 Sea Biri.

in 1919, Doctor Willieam ©. Lippold, a BHrooklvo swoeon
came Lo the shore becauwss of hils voungest daughter s 111 healti.
Botin of Dr. Lappold’'s dauwghiters tell i love with Sea Girt:
nowever , World War 11 disruoted even the New Jersev shore. D .
Lippolid was called Lo active duty and served in Flattsburgh, New
Yoark later being transterced to Famama where e commanded the
Stetion ruspital 10 Calon. Dr. Lippould’se oldest daugbiter, now
marrred Lo zrietit Foo Howard, & meadter of a prominent Fittsburah
teamily, was living on Long Isiand while her husband ceved in the

Sawbh Facific.

Se Miruinie tappold merried Edound R. Wille

Mrad returned trom bis enplavonent 1n China wihers he was a
__,_.—___._.—-—-—__'-"—\-—
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mear keting repr esentat: ve for Rocketeller ‘s Standeard 011 . Betauss
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aft the war , Bob Willel wor bed tor Sidorsky Helicopter Comosny
-

conmnecticut. With the Mason family cone, and Boub and

i
VMirginia living in Connecticut, the Willels Sea Girt home was
sold to the Catholic Church where it was used as a retreat for
tihe SBisters of Marymount. In 1545, with the conclusion of World
War 11, Dr. Lippold retuwned to Sea Girl, converting his summer
home into a year round residence. His oldest daughter, Norma and
her husband also settled in Sea Girt. Dr. Lippold served on the
the Sea Girt Board of Health wuntil his deall in 1955,

In 12553, his dauvahler , Norma was elected tou Sea Girt s
Council, the second womarn rin Sea Givl’'s history to hold elected
(G ol GO T Bl = Hexrr hasbeand, Fenneth Howard, now & Lt. Cor. in the Coast
Guard along witch Li. Thanas Bleck and ogthers established tlhe

Coasl Guard Reserwve Unit o Forint Fleasiasrta Morma Howeard ser ved




it varlious council parts to include Garbage Conmissioner , Finance
Commissioner and Fublic Wor ke Commissiuner . When the Lighthouse
became available, Norma Howard was one of Lhe drlang forces 1n
obtaining 11 +or the town. Among ihs many uses, the Lighthouse
was the city recreation center where community youth gathered Lo
play dames and build handi-crafts. In the evening, it provided a

teenage canteesn for dancinag.

In the early 70°a. the Willets returned to the shore won
a year round basis, living 1in Spring Lake until their deaths.
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